Portland Mennonite Church

Church Council Meeting 
       
  


                                         Minutes Approved 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009
	Present:
	Dave King, Tim Bobosky, Dave Coffman, Rod Stafford, Maria Steiner, Natalya Peremikina   


	Absent:
	Joleen Classen, Lin Rush, Kathy Harder


	
	In the absence of our chairperson Joleen Classen, Rod Stafford chaired the meeting.



	Devotions:
	
Tim reflected on his reading in John – what people were seeking from Jesus and how he responded to them. He led in prayer.
 

	Minutes:
	Council approved the Council Minutes of September 16, 2009.


	Finance Update:
	Dave C. hasn’t finished the September report; he gave an informal update – “overall we’re in pretty decent shape.”   


	Church Staff Items:
	· Rod made a short presentation on behalf of Cara Ediger. She is applying to serve with Wycliffe Bible Translators. If accepted she will need to raise her own support (in the neighborhood of $1600/month for two years). Rod reviewed the PMC policy for fundraising with her. Wycliffe provided the information that 86% of funds go to programs (6% to fundraising and 8% to administration). There was general support, pending more information, a formal request, and input from absent members. It was noted that she would need to approach others (family and friends as well). Dave K. noted that when Linda Rush initially asked about fundraising to go to Colombia, a specific percentage of outside-PMC funding was required (though we didn’t recall what that amount was). Rod will continue to work with her.

· Rod asked whether Natalya could go to Escondido to work on the MDS house as part of her job (i.e. not using PTO). There was general support, though a recognition of the need for a more formal policy. Some brainstorming followed – non-pastoral staff could have up to one week per year to volunteer in service to Mennonite-related groups (e.g. MDS, MC USA, Drift Creek Camp); any request would be subject to Council approval. Rod will draft a proposal for Council consideration.



	Old Business:
	Request for use of Sunnyside Methodist Church: Dave K. presented a proposal on behalf of the Children and Youth Core Ministry to rent space at Sunnyside UMC. After discussion of several options, the Council agreed to include $2400 in the draft budget to support option two (4 youth gatherings per month, plus one intergenerational gathering every other month). The agreement with SUMC would be for one year, then renewable. Curt Weaver would like to start before January 2010 – will the Council consider approving an earlier start in November 2009?
Window Update: The window has been cleaned. The glass is ready. The project should be completed within another week.

Nominating Committee: The Committee will meet next Monday. Council members were encouraged to submit suggestions of potential members.



	New Business:
	2010 Budget: Dave Coffman presented a first draft and guided the Council through it line-by-line.  Regarding health insurance, Rod shared about the Corinthian Plan. MMA gave us an incorrect quote. The new quote is about $10,000 higher (though our costs under the Corinthian Plan will still be in the ballpark of what we would pay if we stayed with the EMO group). The number in the budget ($48, 600) includes health coverage, life, ADD, and long-term disability coverages, dental for Rod’s and Curt’s families, in lieu payments to Rachel, and subtracts the 5% staff contribution.  It does not include any health saving accounts.  The questions for the Council to decide are: what deductible level should we select? Should we fund health savings accounts, and in what amounts? Should we include life, ADD and long-term disability coverages? At what level should staff be required to contribute? 

Dave K. raised a concern about the level of support for the conference (it is not near 10%). Maria wondered if some of our contribution to the Corinthian Plan could be shown in that category or to MCUSA, since it is for mutual aid? 

The $2400 to Sunnyside UMC was added to the Children and Youth Core Ministry budget



	Adjourned:
	at 8:40 pm

	Next meeting:
	October 21, 2009, at 7:00 PM.
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