Portland Mennonite Church

Church Council Meeting 
       
  


                                         Minutes Approved 
Wednesday, September 16, 2009
	Present:
	Maria Steiner, Rod Stafford, David King, Kathy Harder, Natalya Peremikina, Lin Rush, Tim Bobosky

	Absent:
	Joleen Classen


	
	In the absence of our chairperson Joleen Classen, Lin Rush chaired the meeting.



	Devotions:
	
Maria Steiner shared thoughts from her study of the book of Psalms as part of a women’s Bible study group. 
 

	Minutes:
	Council approved the Council Minutes of September 2, 2009.


	Finance Update:
	· Giving continues to be close to expected for this time of the year with the goal of meeting the 2009 budget by the end of the year. Lin Rush will be emailing council members the monthly financial statement.

· Annual Church Campout: The effort was $312 short, as it was the previous year. Lin will talk to the organizers for clarify.  

· Council will be informed of larger invoices that come. The questions were asked as to who evaluates, reviews and provides oversight. Could a trustee group be formed to oversee?



	Church Staff Items:
	· Regarding Linda Rush and PMC’s Columbia Sister Church request for Linda to spend a third year teaching English in Anolaima -- Mennonite Central Committee has suggested beginning the third term with a half-year extension before committing to a full year. The cost for a six-month extension is approximately $3900. Contributions would be sought from the Anolaima church, the local school system and fundraising of approximately $2600 by Linda and the Columbia Sister Church Committee.  

· Mennonite Disaster Service will not need funds from PMC in advance of the construction of the MDS house in the church parking lot. MDS has funds to cover the initial expense.

· Natalya Peremikina will attend a day-long continuing education seminar.



	Old Business:
	· Update on the stained glass window repair: Work has begun to construct an exterior covering for the window at the front of the sanctuary. A template of the window will first be made for cutting of the glass.  Once the glass is ordered it will take 5-6 weeks to get.  The scaffolding will remain during until the work is complete.   

· Nominations Committee: The following have agreed to serve on the 2009 committee.  Tim Manickam, chair; Maria Steiner, Council member; Gerry Leatherman, Elder member; and Karen Nussbaum, member at-large. The nomination process begins Sunday, Sept. 27 with a letter to the congregation outlining the process.

· 2010 Budget Process:  “Expected Giving in 2010” form will be distributed to the congregation via the bulletins Sunday, Sept. 27.  Dave Coffman is building preliminary budget following discussions with PMC committees and programs. He will send a draft budget to the Council for consideration.

· Wage and Salary Committee: The following will serve on the committee to determine staff salaries for 2010: Lin Rush, Treasurer; Dave Coffman, Accountant and Crystal Miller, Elder member.  Salary guidelines from MCUSA remain the same as last year (no increase in base scale).

· Youth use of space at Sunnyside Methodist:  All building users will meet Sept. 27 and Curt Weaver and Dave King will attend from PMC. Cost of renting space could be $200/mo.

· 2010 Twin Rocks Retreat fee structure: Council is re-evaluating the fee structure in an attempt to lessen the financial burden for families and others.


	New Business:
	· Web Page Privacy Policy:  Tim Bobosky presented a sample privacy policy statement for consideration.  Tim will contact Mennonite.net to evaluate the draft policy to see what their policy already covers. 

· PMC User Agreement: Tim also present guidelines for use of PMC’s public  pages with regard to personal contact, protection of child and membership contacts, photo and name usage.  No action was taken at this time.



	Adjourned:
	at 8:30 p.m.

	Next meeting:
	October 14, 2009, at 7:00 PM.


Submitted by Kathy Harder     Congregational Posting   










