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OUR MISSION
By the grace of God, 
Portland
 
Mennonite
 
Church
 is 
striving to be an Anabaptist community that is shaped by the life of 
Christ
, 
acts with the compassion
 of 
Christ
, 
worships in the name 
of 
Christ
.
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	This Week’s Calendar
August 2 — August  7, 2010 

	
	·  Monday
	Afternoon
	Janitorial cleaning (downstairs)

	
	· Tuesday


· Wednesday

	1:00 PM
4:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
	Staff Meeting (Church Office)
Anawim Meal (off-site)
MR Prayer Meeting (Sanctuary)
Church Council (Church Office)
Elders Council (Church Office)
Women’s Retreat Committee

	
	· Thursday
	10:00 AM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
	Kid’s Caregivers 
MR Music Service (Sanctuary)  
Small Group Comm (Library)

	
	· Friday
	4:00 PM
12:00 PM
	Janitor (Main Floor)
Jesus Radicals Conference

	
	· Saturday
	7:30 AM
8:00 AM
	CSA Pick Up (Fellowship Hall)
Jesus Radicals Conference

	
	
	
	




Today

No Children’s Worship
Due to the All Church Campout at Champoeg Park there will be NO Children’s Worship today. We will resume it next Sunday.

Basketball Today
Curt is gone but those who wish to play basketball at Sunnyside United Methodist can still do so from 7-8:30pm tonight. The door code is 1410. Please leave the gym as you found it and remember to turn off  the lights.
Happy playing!


This Week

Jesus Radicals’ Conference
This week-end, August 6-7 our building here at PMC will be used as a venue for a Conference called “In the Beginning: Anarchism, Christianity and the Roots of Resistance.” The conference is hosted and organized by Jesus Radicals, a network of people exploring the connections between anarchism and Christianity, and their meaning for faith and politics. While Anarchism may seem like an odd lens with which to view Christian faith and practice, the founders of Jesus Radicals claim that if Christians are to engage with the world, anarchism offers a unique space for Christians to do so without selling out their primary allegiances and core commitments, especially to peacemaking and nonviolence. In their view Anarchism is an ideology that unhinges our loyalties to the kingdoms 



of this world and frees us to pledge total loyalty to the Kingdom of God. 

Andy and Nekeisha Alexis-Baker, founders of Jesus Radicals, have strong connections to Mennonites and have worked and taught at AMBS, Goshen College and Mennonite Mission Network. Andy and Nekeisha feel strongly that the discussion that happens at their annual conferences, while on one hand is very academic, needs to remain connected in some way to the traditional faith community. While PMC is not acting as host or sponsor of this event, there was vigorous debate and discussion regarding their use of our building. Following is an excerpt from an email conversation during this discernment process.
 
"We have an opportunity to engage the anarchist community in Portland--a
community that is not always open to conversation with Christians (even
those like Andy and I who also claim an anarchist title). I get a churning
in my stomach from excitement and nervousness about that possibility
because I am so hopeful that those folks will be able to see a different side of our faith--one that is willing to engage, that is willing to dialogue, that is willing to deal with differences. We are not a mission organization and I have never seen the conference as an evangelism tool. But I do know that many of these people have been damaged by Christianity and many of them have experiences that can teach/
correct/challenges us Christians, and I don't want to lose that. This is an en 


experiment unlike any we have had before as a network and I am really hoping that there will be a congregation who is willing to support that effort. I am glad that so many people at Portland Mennonite are willing to allow us to participate and have high hopes that you all will be the ones to provide that space."       ~Nekeisha Alexis-Baker

 Anyone interested in attending this event can find more information at http://www.jesusradicals.com/conference/.  If you have questions, you can also contact Rod or Curt in the PMC office (503/234-0559).  


Community Life

Congratulations!
Ellula Grace was born on Thursday morning, July 22. She weighed 9lbs 10oz, and was 21 3/4" tall! Mom and baby are doing very well and we are all back home.    - Lara, Graham & Adella Keavney
 
Your Input Needed
We are currently reviewing options for future church retreats--do you have suggestions for a location or facility?  Please contact one of the committee members. Tim Manickam (chair), Henry Janzen, Vange Gerber, Linda Davies, Tim Bobosky.  

Organ Needs New Home
Hilda Schmidt has a Lowery Jupiter Organ. It is presently in short-term storage. She would be glad to find it a new home. If you are interested or have questions, contact Elaine Strang (Elmer’s daughter) at 503/319-8625.

Hilda will be recuperating at the Gateway Care and Rehabilitation Center at 39 NE 102nd Ave, and can be reached at 503/252-2461.

Opal Creek Hike, August 3
On Tuesday, August 3, I am leading an easy day hike tour to Opal Creek. We plan to depart from our house in Sherwood around 7-9 AM, and be back before 4 PM. 
The hike is on level ground, along a beautiful creek. I advise a very small day pack with a sandwich and some water; for some carrying a foldable chair and bringing a book along is a great idea. The trip is equally suited for older and younger people, including children. Bicycling is an awesome option for teens. We can carpool and the drive from Sherwood is about 60 minutes; if we want to go without breakfast at home, there is a wonderful Swiss Restaurant on Hgw. 22 where the road turns into the mountains. The park fee is $5 per car. If you are interested in joining us, please check information at http://www.opalcreek.org/ and contact me at 503-625-2340 or kurtk@poetspeak.com.
                                    -Kurt Kristensen

Portland Sunday Parkways
On Sunday, August 15, the fourth Sunday Parkways of the summer will be held in Southeast Portland from10 am to 3 pm. The 6-mile loop of traffic-free streets will pass just a block from PMC (on 34th Ave).  PMC is in the middle of the loop, so if you drive that day you will need a bit of extra time. You will likely be stopped for a moment or two at the designated route crossings.

Budget Giving Update
As we enter the middle of summer, giving to the church budget has lagged so that as of July 18 we are behind where we would expect to be this time of the year by over $5,000.  In order to meet our budgeted commitments for staff salaries and programs of the church, we encourage everyone to prayerfully consider additional giving to make up the current deficit. For those who made a pledge to support the budget, this would also be an appropriate time to review your year-to-date giving compared to the amount you pledged.
In the past whenever the need for additional support was made known, the congregation has responded and the needs have been met.  We trust and pray that this will be the case this summer as well.  Thank you for your generosity and commitment to Portland Mennonite Church.             Blessings, Lin Rush, Treasurer

 Family Leave  
Rachel Ringenberg Miller, our Pastor of Community Life, is on a 12-week leave following the birth Uriah. She will return in mid-September. Until then if you have any questions you can contact the PMC office (503/234-0559).  

School Kits
Portland Mennonite Church is once again partnering with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) to provide school supplies to children around the world. Beginning Aug. 1-Sept. 26 you can drop supplies off in the old chapel.  Fabric drawstring bags will be provided for each kit. The Sunday School children will assemble bags before delivery to the Mennonite Festival for World Relief, October 2 in Albany, Oregon. Contents of a School Kit: (NEW items only)
●  4 spiral notebooks or notebooks with perforations (approximately 8.5” x 10.5” and 70-80 sheets each)
●  4 unsharpened #2 pencils
●  1 ruler (flexible plastic; indicating both 30 cm and 12 inches)
●  1 box of 12 colored pencils
●  1 large pencil eraser

IMPORTANT:  Please follow instructions carefully. Limit your generosity to the contents above.

Questions? Contact any of the Material Aid Committee Members: Heather Gingrich, Emily Shirk Birky, Linda Davies, or Alice Hill


Summer Pictures  
We are eager to stay in touch as we come and go through the summer. As you travel take a PMC bulletin with you, snap a digital picture of yourself while holding the PMC bulletin, and send it to us at office@portlandmennonite.org. We will print the pictures and post them. Whether you go to the coast or a national park or another continent or just have a picnic in the park, we would be glad to hear from you!


BBQ Fundraiser for World Relief
You are invited to a barbecue dinner to raise funds for the Oregon Mennonite Festival for World Relief. Hosted by Harley & Marolyn Brenneman in North Albany, the barbecue will take place on Saturday, August 14 @ 5 PM. Tickets are $15 each, or $45 per family. Contact Tim Steiner to purchase tickets and for directions. Please don’t wait; reservations must be sent to organizers by next Sunday, August 8.

Cartridges for Drift Creek Camp 
You can donate used printer cartridges to DCC which turns them into cash for camp operations. Just get them into the box on the literature shelf across from the mailboxes downstairs. Thank You!



Our Church and Beyond

Sports Camps at WMS
Western Mennonite School offers Sports Camps for all ages during August for: soccer, baseball, softball and volleyball. More information at www.westernmennoniteschool.org or call Dora at (503) 363-2000.


Message from Drift Creek Camp
Drift Creek Camp would like to extend our deep appreciation for everyone who supported this year's summer program! We were blessed with a great counseling staff, many volunteers and 337 campers. We are so grateful for everyone from cooks, pastors and nurses, who made it a great camp season! We look forward to seeing you again next year! 
Brenda Kauffman









Weekly Office Schedule
Rod Stafford, Lead Pastor
Monday-Thursday; 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Available other times by Appointment

Curt Weaver, Pastor of Youth Ministries 
Monday-Thursday; 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Available other times by Appointment













	
· Sunday Announcements
If there are announcements for Sunday, please see the Pastor (who will be in the office conference room prior to the service) or leave a written announcement there. 
	
·  Hearing Assistance System
Individual receivers are available at the    sound booth at the back of the sanctuary. They are simple to use, and you can sit anywhere you like to hear the entire service. Return at the end of the service.

·  Children’s Bulletins
Children’s bulletins are available to be picked up in the foyer before the worship service. Bulletins for ages 3-6 & 7-12.

·  Worship Service CD
The CD from the Sunday morning worship service is available to sign out in the church office. Please return it as soon as possible so others may also listen.

·  Friendship Folders (at left end 
of rows) Regular attenders, guests and visitors are invited to sign the black folder as it’s passed along the row during offering time. As the folder is returned along the row, take note whom else is worshiping with you and greet them following the service.

·  Name Tags
So that we can learn to know one another, please wear name-tags. Temporary tags are available downstairs by the main entrance. You can also sign up for a new permanent tag if you are a regular attender on the bulletin board across from the mailboxes

·  Staying in Touch
Email to office@portlandmennonite.org to sign up for Weekly Update which goes out every Thursday with information about upcoming events.

·  Seating
So that everyone can find a place in our worship service, consider sitting further forward and toward the middle of the pews 
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