
Conscientious Objectors in World War I

Class taught by Jay Beaman

Jay is a regular participant at PMC. He has a PhD in Sociology and is now retired after many years 

working with local universities (Warner Pacific, Lewis & Clark, and Concordia. Jay has written or edited 

three books exploring the intersection of pacifism and the early Pentecostal movement, and he 

continues to do research into the conscientious objectors of World War I. In this class, Jay shared some 

of this ongoing research.

In addition to the information on the following pages, two resources shared by Jay that give insight into 

the CO movement around WW I are:

The Conscientious Objector in America by Norman Thomas (1923).

A Theology for the Social Gospel by Walter Rauschenbusch (1917).

https://books.google.com/books?id=T15KAQAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/details/theologyforsoc00raus/page/n9/mode/2up?ref=ol&view=theater


Sunday 17 Sep 2023; Yet Another Conversa�on about WWI Conscien�ous Objec�on 

 

A Tale of Two An�-War ac�vists from WW1;  

Krehbiel, H P; Correspondence 1917-1931; Title page.pdf 

Heinrich Peter, Krehbiel (1862-1940) - Biograph.pdf 

Jane Addams Heads Alleged Pacifists; 25 Jan 1919, 6 - Rutland Daily Herald at Newspapers.com 1.pdf 

Jane Addams Heads Alleged Pacifists; 25 Jan 1919, 6 - Rutland Daily Herald at Newspapers.com 2.pdf 

Krehbiel, Edward Benjamin; Syllabus of Lectures on Interna�onal Concilia�on (Stanford U).pdf 

Krehbiel, Edward; obit; 16 Jun 1950, 2 - The Standard-Star at Newspapers.com.pdf 

Stanford Split on War Issue; 06 Mar 1917, 6 - The San Francisco Examiner at Newspapers.com.pdf 

William Penn_s Holy Experiment in Civil Government; Benjamin Franklin Trueblood with notes.pdf 













WW1 Religious Conscien�ous Objectors by Group 

Norman Thomas; 1923; The Conscien�ous Objector in America 

 

This was the tes�mony of an avowed Social Gospel minister… 

 

I began my scholarly journey documen�ng pacifism among Pentecostals in WW1. 

 

 



Very Quickly, Pentecostal Scholars were intrigued, amazed, and offended. 

One younger Pentecostal, Paul Alexander, created a nonprofit to promote pacifism 

and social jus�ce among Pentecostals.  He taught at the Assemblies of God 

College in Waxahatchee, Texas, then at Azusa Pacific College, then at Palmer 

Theological Center.  I received posi�ve feedback from Peter Brock, perhaps the 

foremost historian of Chris�an Pacifism, at University of Toronto.  In the 

mean�me, I did a Ph.D., in sociology at Iowa State, while pastoring a small Bap�st 

church in Iowa, and then while a sociologist at Tabor College.  I published in family 

studies and taught at George Fox in Newberg.   

During this �me, Pentecostals and Holiness scholars were promo�ng an argument 

that I call the “You Can’t Get There From Here Argument.”  I call it that from a 

Saturday Night Live skit.  Glen Close is asking direc�ons of somebody in 

Massacheuse�s, and they say, “You Can’t Get There From Here.”  Pentecostals 

seemed to argue that you can’t get to the present day where Pentecostals are 

largely not pacifists or conscien�ous objectors to war, and you can’t get there 

from here… 

I decided to reconceptualize my research to cast a wider net by looking for actual 

conscien�ous objectors in WW1 and see if Pentecostals represented anything 

significant among WW1 pacifists, and if sectarian groups in general did so. 

 

I began gathering dra� cards from Ancestry.com to see if I could reconstruct any 

semblance of a realis�c sample of WW1 conscien�ous objectors.  That was over 

20 years ago, and perhaps for the last ten years, that is mostly what I have done. 



 



 



What do the pacifist sects have in common in 1917? 

1. Premillennialist (generally) 

2. Backward-looking, renewalists, revivalists, primitavists, (Rodney Stark says 

this is defini�ve for sect group); special applica�on of the millennial dreams 

of Puritans, an Errand in the Wilderness, Manifest Des�ny  

3. O�en separa�sts, communalists, colony-makers, community builders…US 

expansionism, come-outers, some�mes utopian 

4. Ethical rigorists… Holiness, purity, separa�on, elect, some�mes Manachean  

 

 

In 1917-1918 They were a very small minority of American popula�on. 

 

Today, they are perhaps 1/3 of American Popula�on, some�mes referred to as the 

Religious Right, the Evangelical Right, etc… 

And, many are mainstream American religion, believe in American Excep�onalism, 

etc… 

 

However, the Social Gospel churches, s�ll large in American Society, have lost 

numbers… and influence with the fortunes of WASPs… and rather than 

championing peace causes… also champion American Excep�onalism… but try 

and maintain mul�culturalism… 

 

 



11 Na�ons NYT Ar�cle Colin Woodard July 30, 2018 
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