Dick Noordijk
April 10, 1934 – October 25, 2020

Love and Understanding

Obituary
This is the obituary Dick left for the family.
I was born in the Netherlands on April 10th, 1934, in the town of Haren. I was the fifth of six
children (Henk, Grietje, Heicoline, Barbera, Dick, and Pieter), and grew up in the village of
Hoogkerk, Groningen. My parents, Pieter and Gerhardina, were devoted Christians and taught us
to live by the teachings of Jesus. I accepted Christ as my savior at the age of 14.
In 1952, after the disruption and hard times of the war, I started school for psychiatric nursing in
Assen, Drente, and then general nursing in Rotterdam. I spent 2 years working in London, Ontario
in Canada, 1 year working in the emergency room in Dijkzight Ziekenhuis in Rotterdam, and then
sailed around the world for 2 years as a medical officer on a freight ship.
In 1965, I immigrated to the United States, where I had to study to get my US nursing license. In
1966, while riding an empty gurney down the hallway at Hutzel Hospital in Detroit, I met another
nursing student named Norma Hook...and we were married a year later! We moved to Ann Arbor,
MI, where our son Michael was born in 1968, and our daughter Cynthia was born in 1969. In 1971
we moved to the Netherlands and spent 2 years in Hoogezand, Sappemeer where I was employed as
a nurse/ counselor for drug addiction, and in 1972 our son Peter was born there. After we returned
to Ann Arbor, I returned to school at the University of Michigan to earn my BSN, and in 1975 we
were blessed with our 4th child, Heidi.
I worked for the State of Michigan for 22 years, got my MSA, and raised my children, attending
many many of their sports activities and enjoying camping and traveling with them. I became a fan
of basketball and football (especially U of M and the Detroit Pistons). After retiring from the state,
I worked for 10 years for the Veteran’s Administration.
In 2002 I retired for good, and we moved to Holland Michigan to be closer to our grandchildren
Timothy and Jonathan. I volunteered at the Community Kitchen and Community Action House,
and attended many many of my grandkids sporting events and concerts. In 2015, we bought a
house in Portland, Oregon, where 3 of our kids had moved and where our grandchildren Noah and
Jack (from Cindy) and Hendrik, Daphne, and Mariet (from Peter) were born. For several years, we
split our time between Holland and Portland, attending many more sports and special events of our
grandchildren. After my cancer diagnosis in 2017, we decided to move to Portland full time, both
for the medical facilities and the support of our children. I have been blessed with a loving wife of
53 years, and 4 children, 2 daughters-in-law (Dawn and Sunny) and 7 fantastic grandchildren who
have given me love and understanding throughout the years.

In Loving Memory of Dick Noordijk
Saturday, October 31, 2020
11:00 am PST
Opening slideshow ‘Morning Has Broken’
Prelude | Blessed Assurance
Greeting | Mike Noordijk (son)
Welcome and Blessing | Rod Stafford (Pastor, Portland Mennonite Church)
Reading or Prayer | Ingrid Hekman Fournier (niece)
Hymn | When Peace Like a River verses 1&4 | Parvenah Givi (extended family)
Sharing | Heicoline Noordijk (sister) & Pieter Noordijk (brother)
Hymn | In the Bulb There is a Flower
Sharing | Cindy, Heidi, Mike, Peter (children)
Hymn | What a Friend we Have in Jesus verses 1&2
Sharing of Memories | Family and Friends
Closing Remarks and Benediction | Jill Russell (Pastor, Hope Church, Holland, MI)
Ending slideshow | Good Night Dear Heart | Vocals Sara Hook (niece) & flute Margaret Hook
(sister-in-law)
Farewell | Heidi Noordijk (daughter)

The Noordijk family sincerely appreciates the love and support we
have felt from you during Dick’s life.
Thank you.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Street Roots a non-profit that provides income
opportunities to those experiencing homelessness in the Portland area. Visit Street Roots webpage
https://www.streetroots.org/ and click on the donate button or mail to:
Street Roots| 211 SW Davis St | Portland, OR 97209

Text & Music by Natalie Sleeth, 1985. ©1986 Hope Publishing Co. Permission to stream this music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #M-734252. All rights reserved.

Good Night Dear Heart
Warm summer sun, shine kindly here
Warm southern wind, blow softly here
Green sod above lie light, lie light
Good night, dear heart
Good night, good night
Warm summer sun (Warm summer sun)
Shine kindly here (Shine kindly here)
Warm southern wind, blow softly here (Softly here)
Green sod above lie light, lie light
Good night, dear heart
Good night, good night
Good night, dear heart
Good night, good night
Good Night Dear Heart Text: Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain); Music: Dan Forrest. ©2009 Hinshaw Music, Inc. Permission to stream this music in this
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #M-734252. All rights reserved.

