
Creating Safe Space
An adult class presented by the Menno Pride Committee

**Using a resource from the Brethren Mennonite Council for LGBT 
(BMC-LGBT) Interests: Safe Zone Training



Welcome, Overview, Introductions



● For people we love who are LGBTQ
● Following the call from our 

denomination: MCUSA Resolution 
for Repentance and 
Transformation 

● Resource created by the Brethren 
Mennonite Council for LGBTQ 
Interests

● Building the Kingdom of God
● Self-Reflection: What reasons do 

you have for being here today?

Why do this work? Many 
reasons, including…







Goals
● Understand Diversity, learn more about what it is like to be 

LGBTQ today
● Think about what signals you send to LGBTQ folks and allies, 

plan actions and words that indicate safety
● Practice good listening and responding skills
● Start thinking about the culture of our institutions
● Begin thinking about how homophobia/cissexism and 

heterosexual/cisgender privilege impact our lives (also think 
about internalized oppression as it affects lgbtq people)

● What does it mean to be an ally?
● Think about speaking to issues of equality and 

steps toward becoming a more welcoming



Creating our own “Safe Zone”

● Where does the term 
“Safe Zone” come 
from?

● Vulnerability of 
LGBTQ persons: 
“Dos” and “Do nots” 
for interacting to 
LGBTQ persons

● What else would be 
helpful for you to do 
this learning? Let us 
know any thoughts 
you have by email

Agreements/Assumptions for the work

● We are all here with a desire to create 
spaces that are safer for lgbtq persons 
that is free of injustice, prejudice, and 
harassment

● Always consider there may be an LGBTQ 
person in the room

● Feel free to speak and ask questions 
even if you don’t have it all figured out

● Help each other learn new things
● Be respectful to each other and the 

differing experiences we have







Prayer!


